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Fredorlek rose early. Fle had slept hut
lttlo. The words he had overheard at the
ond of the lot tho night hefore were still
ringinge In hils ears, Going down the back
siiirs, In Wiz anxiety to aveld Amabel, he
cnme upon one of the stable men, -

“HDoen to the villnge (his morning?' he
nakedl.

““No, sir but Lem has. There's great
news there, 1 wonder if any one has told
Mr. Sutherland.”

“Whnt news, Jake? I don’t think my |
father s up yet.'

“Why, sir, there were two more denths
in town last night—the brothers Zabel, and
folks do say (Lem heard It 4 dozen timaea |
between the grocery and the fish Illitrk--'.l:
that It was one of these old men who kilied
Mr. Webb., The dngger hoas been found I=I|

|

thelir house, and most of the money, Why,
elr, what's the matter? Are vou slek?”

Frederick made an effort and stoed up-
rvight, He had nearly fallon. !

“No; that Is, T am not qulte myself. So |
miuny horrors, Jake. What aid they die of?
You any they are both dead, both?" |

“Yoa, sir, and its dreadful to think of,
but it wak hunger, glr. Bread eame too Inte,
Doth men are mere skeletons to look at
They buve kept themselves close for weeks
now, amnd nobody knew how bad off they
were. 1 don't wonder it upget vou, sir. We
all feel It o bit, and T just dread to tell Mr.
Sutherland.”

Frederick staggered away, Hoe had nevet
in hia life beon o near mental and physioal
collipse, At the threshold of the sitting
room door he met his fatbher, Mr, Suther-
Inndd was looking both troubled and anxlous;
more &0, Frederick thought, than when he
slgned the ocheck Tor him on the previous
night. As thelr eyes met hoth showed em-
barrassment, but Frederick, whose nerves
had been highly strung up by what he had
Just heard, soon controlled himself, and sur-
veving his futher with forced calmness, be-
Ean:

“This ls dreadful news, sir'*

Hut his father, lntent on his own thoughts,
hurrledly interrupted him,

“You toll me yesterday that everyihing
wis broken off between you and Miss Page,
You I saw you re-enter the house together
lant might a Hitle while afier 1 gave you the
money you asked for”

“1 know, and it must have had a bad ap-
JIAT TG, I entreat you, hll\\l'\'l‘]', Lo bhis
Tlove: thut this mesting between Miss Puge
il my=elf was ugoinst my wish and that
the relutlons between  us have not been
affectod by anythiog that passed be-
tlween us”'

“1 wm glad to hear 1L, my son. You could
not do woree by yourself than to return to
your old devotlon,

“1 ugree with you, glr.  And then, becauso
hie could not help it, Frederick inquired if he
bud beard the news,

Mr. Bullhierland, evidently startled, asked'
| that emall study; I should suffocate.'

whit nows, to which Frederick replied

"*The news about the Zabels. They .'tl'v-i

bioth dead, siv, dead from hunger, Cun you
fnelne 0?2

Ihls wis something sp different from what
his fuiher had expected to bhear that he did
not tuke it In at fiest. When he did  his
nand grief warea sven greater than
K had snticipated,  Scelog Bim so
nffeoted, Predoriek, who thought that the
whiokis truth would be no hoarder to bear thia
the balf, added the  sosplcion which had
beon attached 1o the younger one's nwmne,

und then stood bock, scardely daring to be
v owltm o the outruged feellngs which
much o commmdnleation could not fall tal
uwaken dn one of hildg futher's temperiamaont
Hut though he thus escaped the shocked
look which crossed hls futher's conntlennnoe

o vould pwot full to hear the Indignant ex-
lon which buret from his Hps, nof help
ving that 1t would take pore than
the most complete elrcumatantial evidencs

to cunvince his father of the gullt of men he,

lad known and respecied for o many yeoars

For soe roason Frederick oxp need
greal rellef ot thils, wnd was bracing him
pelf 2o meet the five of questions which his
sintement must pecessarily call forth, when
the sound of approaching steps drew the at-
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| he hastened toward the sta

n party of men
ourtney, prowecut-
district, and as Mr
Im he sprang for-
Courtney, he will

anxious aAnd howll-

doubtful pleasure
ni tudy In com-
on constdersd th he
elucidation of the
L] L] Yei
As he # Hogering In an undecided mood
In the small possageway leading unptalrs |
ho felt thoe pre e of A finger on hla
houlder [ooking wp, he met the nyes of
Amabel, who wis leaning 1 1 him over
tho bt | 10y wan AT 1
hotigh her face Woas 1 vithout «
f ph W i o ! wWns i
Bout hoer g which would have
prfltelont] alllhe t hm twenty-{om
betfore, 1 whilch now ocatised
v phiysieal repulst Wt he start
ek In the effort to rld his shoulder [
b disturbing touch
Sho frowned It wns nn Instantaneons
cxpreesion of displeasure sAWHich wis soon
st in one of her purgiing ¥
| my touch &0 hturdens 1 10~
mnnded SI0 the preeatire of odesfinger |
unbearable 1o vour sensitive nerves, How
will you $ollsh the we of my whole
hand?*
There win a fiercenesa in her tone 1

purpoge In her look that for the first time
in his strngelo with her rovealed the full

from

of hor datk noture,  Shrinking
ied, he put up his band in opr
t which ghe changed ngaln in o twink

1esatl,
link, and with a cintlous gesture toward the
room dnto which Mr ""'ll!l""h‘ﬂ ind  hin
lsnvpeared, she whispered slg

friends hml M
niften

‘W 1 not h inother chathce to enn-
for together. Understand, then, that 4t will

for vou to tell me, in sn

not bho miwessary
nany words, that you wnre ready to link
vour fortuncs to mine; the taking off of the
rlug you wear and vour slow putting it on
.a.—..-1-_ In my presence, will be understood
by me ns a token that you have reconsidered

100

nnd—myself."”
Frederlck eould not repress o shudder,
For an instant he was tempted to succumb
on the spot and have the long ngony aver,
Then his horror of the woman n to such

| o plteh that he uttered an execration, and,

turning awny from her face which wae
rapldly growing loathsome to him, he ran
out of  the passagewny into the garden,
geedng as he ran o persistent vision of him-
selt pulling off the ring and putting it back
nghin, under the apell of a4 look ho rebelled
agnalnsgt even wwhile he yielded to Its In-
fHuence

“I will not wear a ving. 1 will not sul-
jeot myself to the possibility of obeylng her
bohest under a sudden stress of fear or
fuselnation,'" he exclaimed, pausing by the
woll curh and looking over It nt hisg reflec-
tlon In the water beneath. “If 1 drop it
here I at least lose the horror of doing what
sho suggests, under somo involuntary im-
pulse.”  Buat the thought that the mere
glisonce of the ring from his finger would
not stand In the way of his going through
the motlons 4o which she had just glven
such  significance deterred him from the
sierifice of a valuable family jewel, and he
left the spot with an nir of fronzy such
us o man displays when he foels himself
on the verge of a doom he can nefther meed
nor avert.

As he re-entered the house he felt him-
eell enveloped in the atmosphers of A com-
ing ‘crisla, Me could hear voices in the
upper hall and amongst them he caught the
accents of her he had learned so lately to
fonr, Tmpelled by something decper than
ouriosity and more potent even than dread,
When half-
way up them he cuught it of Amabel.
She was leaning back against the balustrade
that ran across the upper hall, with her
hands gripping the rall on elther side of her

=

and her face turned toward the five men
who had evidently Issued from Mr. Suther-
land’s gtudy to Interview ber

As her back wios 1o Frederick he could not

| Judge of the expression of that face save
by the effect it had upon the different men
confronting hor, Bul to geo them  was
enough. From thelr looks he could percelve

that this young girl wag In one of her haf-
fling moods and that from his father down
not one of the men present koew what to
make of her,

AL the sound his feet made a relaxation
topk place In her body and she lost some-
thing of the defiunt attitude she had before
maintained. Presently he heard her volee:

"1 am willlog to punswer any questions

| ¥ou many choose to put me here, but I can-

nit consent to shut mysalf In with ,\-.-n.'m

Froderick could percelve the leoks which
pasged between the flyve men asseribled Ls-
for her, nnd wos astonished to note that the
Inslgnificant fellow they called Sweetwater
wis the first to answer.

"Vary well,™ sald he, "If you enjoy the
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ther,
1. ‘I am rendy 1o tell you about b, sirs,
and only regret 1 have delayed dolng &o o
long, but 1 wished Lo e sure It was now
CHESS Your presence here and your first
question show that (v ls,

much of what they were saying till 1T heard
behind me an rascible wolce excloiming:
‘You laugh, do you? 1 wonder if you would
laugh &0 easlly if you koew that these two
poor old men haven't had a decent menl In
i fortndght? 1 dido’t know the speaker, but
I was thrilled by hils words. Not lmd @
good menl, these men, for o fortnight! |I
felt as If personally gullty of thelr suffer

ings, anid, happening to ralse

publlelty of the open hall, no one here will |

object. Is not that so, gentlemen?

Her two Httle fingers which were turnod

towards Frederiok ran up and down the rall,
0 pel \F rasping nolse, which for

A moment was the only sound to be heard,
Then Mr, Courtney sl

“How came you to have the handling of
the money taken from Agathn Well's prl-
ville drawer
i ostartling question, but it seemed
Amnbel Jess than it did FPrederlok
It mode him start, Lbut ghe only turned her
Lhend n trille aside, so that the ,
smile with which she preparsd to

Hd be geen by any one standing below.

“Supposo you ask somelbing less lending
Lian that to begin with, he suge

her Ligh vomusical voles, ' 1From the ‘he
g bature of this inguiry, you evidently be-
leve 1 have Information of an Important
vharacier 1o give you ooucerning Aias
Wiobb's wonhappy death, Ask wme aboul
that; the other questlon I will answer
later,*

The aplomib with wlilch this was sald,
mixed as It was with a feminiue allurement
of wore than ordinary subticty made Mr
Sutheriand frown and Dr. Talhot look per-
ploxed. but 1t did ool embarrass My, Court-
Doy, who made haste to respond In hia dry-
oSt u 'enLs
ry ‘wH I am not parl

ulir a8 1o

o unswer first A llower worn by
yOuU BL Lae dande was found near Bulsy's
ekiris, bofora she was lifted up thia worn-
g Can you explaio this, or, ratbhor, will
you ™

"You nre not odllged to, you Koow,' put
In Mr, Butherland, with Gl Inexorable ronie
of Justioe Still, I you would, It might

|
| an
|
|
b

rob these gentlemen of susplolous you cer-
tainly cannot wish them (o entertain.”
W [Il | By, ahe remarked slowly, “will

LEE ' ) Lthe tucts ns 1 stoo

| here

ath, | can vxplilo how
.r.\.‘: my balr came o e in M
house, but ot bhow It came 1o e found
under Haley's feet, That some oue else
mm: clisnr up Her livle finger, lifted
It
I

the ral poitled towprd Froderick

o ope saw this, unless I was thas

Build
one, anid me
oddities of
gaged for Iln- next dance, and though 1 ¥
dre
oecaslon, 1 declded 1o leave the ball and
enrry some sandwiches down 1o these old
moen, Proouring o bit of paper, I made up a
bundle and stole out of the house without
having suld § word to anybody of my in-
tentlon. Not wishing to be seen, T went out
by the garden door, which Is at the end ol g
a durk hall.” |
“fust as the band was playing the g
‘Harebell mazurka.'' Interpolated Sweets
wal

motive or 1he mesning, =he copsed
r& an the balustor,
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gontleman himself, 1 wore this orchid in'
my halr that nlght, and there would be
nothing sirange in Its belng  afterward
pleked up 4o Mrs, Webb's house, because |

was In that house at or near the time she
was murdered.””

“You {n that house
“Yea, as far ns the gro
Hers the Hitl

und floor; no fur-

Hinzer stopped point-

There was suavity In her fone now, not

unmixed with candor, Swectwater did not |
sepm to relieh this, for he moved uneasily |
on Wiz feet and lost a shade of His self- |
antisfied attitude, He had
nequuinted swith all the Ins and outs of
this wi

1Ll (o be mnle

s Tremiarkatble nature,
‘‘We are walting," suggested Dr, Talbot
She turned to face this new spenker, nud

Froaderiek was relleved from the sight of her
tuntelizing smile,

I owlill tell my story simply," eald she,

“with the simple suggestion thot vou bhe-
lieve me; otherwlse youswill make o mistakae,
Wihile I wis resting from o dance the other
night 11
g nbout the Zabels, One of them was
Inughing at the old men and the other was
trying to relnle some old story of early
lave which had been the cause, ghe thought,
of thelr strange and melancholy lives. 1 wis
listening to them, but I dld pot take in

rd two of the young peaple falk-

1

my &

minute and sesing through an open dopr the
bountiful refreshments propared for us all
In the supper voom, 1 felt guiltier than ¢ver,

Iy T took w resolution, It way o queer
gorve to show you somoe of the
ny nature. Though T was ¢

LY

wed In the Mlmsy garments suitable to the

writed for the first time from her

@

cnreless COmpoORIre by an Interruption
of which It was impossible for her nat

that minuts 1o MUasure either  the

play  with: her fin

rall apd let her eyes rest for a m t
on the map whoe had thus spoken, a f
sho hesitated hetwoen her ire to an

niklate him for his Imperiinence it 1 o feur
f the cold hat ho #aw actuating his every

1
word and look., Then she went on, as il 1o

one had spokon,

1 mn down the hill recklessly. 1 was
bent on my errand and not ot all pfrabl
of (he dark, When 1 reached thut part of
the rand where the streets branch off 1
heard footsteps in front of me. I had over-
tnken SOmMo  One Blackening my e o

that T should not pess this person, whom 1
tnstinetively hnew to b a man, I followed
him t1 1 came to a high board fene It
wiws that surrounding Agothn Walih's Bouss

and when | saw 4 1T conld not help oon

necting the rather stealthy galt of the man

in front of me with a stery 1 had Il

heard of the large sum of money she Wi

known to Keep In her bouse, Whethoer this

wae bofore or after this persan disap e
round the corner 1 cannot say, bt no o
had 1 bLecome oeértaln he was hent upon
entering this house than my fmptlse to
| follow him became greater than my pr
caution, and turning aside om the dJdirs
path to the Zabel I hurried de High
strcet Just o Lime 19 see the man entor
Mra. Wabl's frogl sgatewdy.
“It was & late hour for vislling, but as
the house had lighis fn both its lower and

upper stories, 1 should by good rig
tuken [t for granied that he wos
pected guest and gone wy own way o 1b
Zulivls Hut did not The softness with
whith this p aid the skulking
way in which he at the front

HT d my worm f- sars, and ofter hi
openod that gate and slid in, 1 was s0 puy
sued by the lden thnl he was there for |

good that 1 stepped lnside the gate mysulf

wud 1ook oy stand In the deep shadow
caat by the old pear trae on the 1 gl thand

¥ide af the walk b ¥ oone sp

I'here wis & uosuimous detlal from. the
five gentlemen Lefore her, yet she Jdid not
Joik sullsfiod

| theught 1 heard some ong make o

cdek,” she sald, and paused sguio Iur »

erouched

wion

Amibel,
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wtood
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with the

|
concenlment In

the room

and finilly
Page, walt,

“You saw him:

thted could leave

I who hoard it

morniug,

Into thelr

v,

anily, nr
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twiler looked
bt he did
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Had tht

wild not

prospect of meeting fac
hands were perhaps drip-  existed
{ hls viotim., To con- It was now late, very
him there and then might mean death myself to be out, but,
and I did not want to die but to live, of what T had Just

blaod o

wait,” put in the cor-
you can tell who this

A Heht
and she
r 1he words for

c¢olor appeared o her
Lok
which
her lips
drew back with
I more or less

had Ju
top of the stairense, |
! gentlomen,” gald he, ad- !
midst with an air whose

ded munliness

1t others
in the developments of

8 oVen 1

the open door before ostensible errand my al
1 rushed away 1oward the
been courngeous conough theso brothers Hvad,
wis selzed by a suid- fragments as remainod

1 Beyond which 1 bad been told such s

Iy Young, ind not without o came ous to fenr,
f bhupploess before me. So 1 dismal & W4 is
bick, nnd scelng no other place of 15 ht Pe
whale bare room, ©f lnughter that came
down ln the shadow of the v|1::|.| vou Wwhere a shin was getting
Philemon For one, two minit ," 1 me & certuin senspof compur
thers in a of mortal terror, hans—but it is folly

hile the feet descendel, puuged, started 1o MY {eclingp—Iit i my

where 1 was, il---;"..u,--l_

the house.

appeid  seemod to a3
Wi

h which sh

a step Torward, Dbt

Eelves

nuxiously

i start

and

sler echo In the ears

before even the maost

shown bimaclf at the | ors coulid request her

sl

for

along tho ro

trees and came

of 80 Ilmportant a nature “1..1.- tha house #Htands

nd It Impossible not to join you." surprise at seeing a figure
upGn whose lips o faint compla- * doorstep T had anticipated
stlle had appeared as he stepped by as (he road It wns
ry glanced up at these words in secret us- and as 1 pavsed in
stmnent at the Indifference they showed, slowly and with gremt

hen dropped her eyes to his hunds with  hig feet and began to
Enze which

ieemed to affect Wm door.  As he did so
thrust them fmme Hug

though he did pot lower on th
of determination forward, |
here undesjrable?” he 84w in the moonligl
glipee toward bis fathepr, #0 lke the one 1 Till
ns if he (hought 1 Mrs, Webl's yard 1
presume to say any- With astonlshment, and

being too Intorestea and feeble form of

Miss

nnswer came slowly, after another fshed into the houso
Y long ook In Froderlek's direction. could not he sure
I old not dare to make the offort. 1 stunding there or not.
s iwas oblliged to crouch too ¢lose to the floor YA this was more than surprising to me
heatd his footsteps.'” for 1 had never thought of asao
now!™ muttered Bwoeotwater, but 1n | man with this crlme,

not honr hilm ‘Ahe | tonlshed 40 tind him

There sn't & wotnan Hy weapon that 1 forgot
kK up under those | aud only wondersd how 1 eould n

1! rigk of her lifs mire.  Pourlng 1o b

e with him, but Me, {1 #11d In amongest Lho &
oue s, pros V| myself under one of the
ying wita down and 1 was ot

lonst ghimps { curlosity, &0 yulling
th.n | worked o Httl

through tlds 1 looked
on o ldentify  iMuml
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of sometl

Pagie's story to  dropped It with 4 gensation
rany time on Jesser matters, Frederlok aopitve. ‘The next moment
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